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THE INHERITED 

Screenplay by Jaime Cruz 
 

LOGLINE 

Carlos, a reserved teenager in small-town Wyoming, stumbles upon his dead father’s guitar pick that 
cauterizes an inverted pentagram on his hand. Seeking an answer to his father’s mysterious death, he ventures 
into the old nunnery outside of town where his father perished, only to discover the past is never behind us. 

ONE SHEET OVERVIEW 

The Inherited is a riveting coming-of-age supernatural horror centering on children and their parents, class 
struggle, and the enduring scars left by those who came before us. 

We meet ANTONIO MÉNDEZ as he makes his way to one of his boss’ many rundown properties—a 
weathered Dominican nunnery sitting atop a hill on the outskirts of town. Antonio‘s been a hardworking 
laborer for the McMillan Energy Company, who set his music career on the backburner in favor of providing 
for his family. He gets the call to go up to the nunnery from SHELDON MCMILLAN himself, the arrogant 
blue-eyed business shark who owns the shit-stain town of Pinedale and everyone in it. Including Antonio and 
his mortgage. 

The old nunnery is where Antonio meets his death, witnessed only by the howling Wyoming wind… 

…Losing your father is a pretty shitty thing to go through, especially if you’re a Mexican teenager in the 
Whitest town you can imagine. This boy’s name is CARLOS MÉNDEZ, the kind of outcast ready to wisecrack 
around the right group of people. Though DIANA MÉNDEZ, his mother, is doing the best she can to become 
the breadwinner of the family, there’s very little she can do to boost her son’s spirits these days. Carlos misses 
Antonio, his father: he secretly clings to a music book his father was going to use to teach him the guitar, as 
well as a slick steel guitar pick that was once his father’s. But something else keeps Carlos awake at night: 

It’s not that CHANTELL MCMILLAN, the most mesmerizing girl in class, is totally out of his league… 

Or that there’s an undeniable force calling him to the nunnery every time he walks past on his way to school… 

Or that no one is talking about the questionable circumstances his father died under… 

What troubles him most is the fact his father’s very own steel guitar pick cauterized an inverted pentagram on 
the palm of his hand. 

And so Carlos sets out to discover the truth behind his father’s mysterious death and the horrifying mark on 
his hand. With the help of Chantell, the petulant daughter of the richest man in town, they venture to the belly 
of the nunnery on the 100th anniversary of its founding. There, Carlos will unearth the nunnery’s malevolent 
past, as well as the haunting revelation that sometimes the past is never behind us. 


